
Site Allocations DPD – Safeguarding Policy 
 
Why has the Martyr’s Lane site been suggested?  
 

1. The LDF Working Group were of the view that, on the 
evidence they had before them, the Martyr’s Lane site could 
potentially be a more suitable site for development than the 
Hook Heath, Pyrford, Mayford and Byfleet locations in the 
Regulation 18 version of the DPD.  
 

2. In particular, the working group noted:  
 

a. The site was well contained by defensible urban and 
natural boundaries: the Bourne Stream to the north and 
the A320 and Martyr’s Lane to the west. The functional 
flood plain to the north of the site would not be 
allocated for development but would serve an important 
function of preventing urban sprawl towards, or merger 
with, neighbouring settlements.   
 

b. In 2012 the Council resolved to grant planning 
permission for a 60,000 sq. ft factory on the northern 
portion of the site.1 The impact on the Green Belt and 
landscape were both considered, and the Council’s 
professional officers came to the view the impacts would 
be acceptable. That advice was accepted by Members, 
and the Secretary of State, when he declined to call the 
application in as a departure from the development 
plan. The application has since been revoked by 
agreement with McLaren, making this site a potentially 
viable alternative which it was not last summer whilst 
the McLaren permission was still extant.   

 
c. The Martyr’s Lane site does not benefit from a 

protective landscape designation. Whereas both the 
Pyrford and Hook Heath locations do benefit from a 
landscape designation: policy CS23 Core Strategy 
designates those areas as “Escarpment and Rising 
Ground of Landscape Importance”  

 
d. The independent Green Belt Review carried out by Peter 

Brett Associates (“PBA”) on behalf of the Council, 
ranked the Martyr’s Lane site as “low” in its suitability 
for development but ranked the Pyrford and Mayford 
sites as being “very low”.2 The PBA Report also noted 

                                                        
1 PLAN/2011/0823  
2 Cf. parcels 2, 9 and 20 PBA Report pp.20-29.  



that the Byfleet, Pyrford, Mayford and Hook Heath 
locations all were constrained by “major” environmental 
constraints, whereas the Martyr’s Lane site had only 
“minor” constraints.3 

 
e. Outside the land owned by McLaren, three land parcels 

within the site were promoted to the Council and were 
assessed in 2015 within the Interim Sustainability 
Appraisal Report prepared by Council officers. They all 
were scored as having a lesser impact on the Green Belt 
and the landscape than the Byfleet, Pyford, Hook Heath 
and Mayford locations.4  

 
f. Finally, development at the site would bring potentially 

significant economic and social benefits, as it is located 
close to three major employers (St Peter’s Hospital, 
McLaren and the Animal & Plant Testing Centre). Future 
economic growth by those employers would not be 
stifled by an inadequate level of proximate resident 
workers and development in that location might well 
serve to decrease existing levels of commuting via a 
private vehicle.  

 
3. Taking those matters in the round, the Working Group felt 

there was a case to answer and recommended to Council that 
the site was subject to public consultation. Council agreed to 
consult at its 20 October 2016 meeting.  

 
Where are the sites which will be included in the new consultation?  
 

4. Council resolved to consult first on the Martry’s Lane site on 
its own, so as to inform itself as to the content of the next 
round of formal consultation, the Regulation 19 consultation. 
Council has accordingly not decided which sites will be in that 
next version of the DPD.   

 
What should Pyrford residents expect to happen next?  
 

5. A public consultation will take place as to the suitability of 
land at Martyr’s Lane to accommodate the Borough’s housing 
needs from 2027-2040 in whole or in part preference of the 
previous safeguarded locations, i.e. Pyrford, Mayford, Hook 
Heath and Byfleet.  

 
 
                                                        
3 Cf. parcels 2, 5, 9 and 20 PBA Report pp.37-40.  
4 See SA Report, Apdx. 12.  



When will the consultation take place and how long will it last?  
 

6. Likely will start in early January 2017 and will last for at least 
6 weeks.  

 
The implications for Pyrford?  
 

7. The consultation responses may mean that Martyr’s Lane is 
safeguarded in preference to Pyrford (and other sites) or it 
may not. That will not be possible to say until the consultation 
responses have been considered. Accordingly, it is important 
that interested residents take the trouble to respond to the 
consultation exercise and engage with whether the evidence 
demonstrates Martyr’s Lane performs better than some or all 
of the previously safeguarded sites in the Regulation 18 
version of the DPD.  

 
 

Cllr Ashley Bowes,  
 

31 October 2016.  


